
Promoting Safety In High 

Alcohol Outlet Density Areas 
By Building Bridges 

 



• Significant research shows 

correlation between outlet density, 

violence, DUI, underage drinking and 

nuisance issues.   

• The WHO, EU and CDC recommend 

limiting density as a best practice 

strategy for public health. 

• The CDC published an overview of 

40+ studies, all show increased 

outlet density result in increased 

consumption and related problems. 

• In Oregon: low cost licenses and 

limited enforcement resources 
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Policy Challenges in OR 

• OLCC lack of clarity 

around saturation in 

rules  

• Powerful alcohol 

lobby 

• Resistance to 

regulation 
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“Old Town/Chinatown” 

• High concentration of 

bars and high capacity 

nightclubs 

• Economically depressed 

neighborhood 

• History of crime, difficulty 

attracting foot traffic 

during day hours. 



Law Enforcement 

Local Government 

Parents/families 

Public Health 

Retailers/Business Neighbors 

Faith-based 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-JrMLsPSjBpc/T4JNAdWVM6I/AAAAAAAAE18/vq1CZAy-huU/s1600/pacific+northwest+388.JPG
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_GQTOwzrj9Zo/S-xK31gd7HI/AAAAAAAAAN4/qV1ow1eU_jg/s1600/mom+&+girls2.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=m6Cw_w3tSdFuYM&tbnid=cfouYphagrhEeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransportpolicy2013.blogspot.com%2F2013%2F06%2Flocal-op-ed-extend-and-improve-old-town.html&ei=yON5U6-oC8e9oQTjpoC4Cg&bvm=bv.66917471,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHyazEKlym9_5PznIPJzyadFqezxw&ust=1400583463477066


• Process of assessment, capacity building, 

planning, implementation and evaluation! 
 

• Engage non-traditional partners, “we are all 

in this together” 
 

• We do work!   
 

• We make adjustments and to talk to 

stakeholders about concerns and 

unintended consequences 

Successful Collaboration 



What are we doing? 
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• Education 

requirements 
 

• Business license 

strategies: Time, 

Place, Manner and 

Late Night Activity 

Permit 
 

• Multijurisdictional 

Events Office 

Policy Work 



• Portland Bar Academy 

• Signage in the district 

• Identifying infrastructure needs 

Education/Support 



Changing Norms 

• Messaging 

• Promoting the district: more people for more reasons 
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Contact Us: 

Sondra Storm: sondra.storm@multco.us 

Mireille LaFont: mireille.lafont@multco.us 


